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DRAFT COASTAL PLANNING POLICY � OCEAN REEF 
Grievance 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef) [9.50 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Planning and it concerns the 
draft coastal planning policy released by the Western Australian Planning Commission for comment late last 
year. Specifically, I refer to precinct 17, which is Ocean Reef. My comments relate in the first instance to table 1, 
�Key locations�, which appears on page ix of the draft coastal planning policy document. The table indicates key 
locations that have been identified as having potential for development as major tourism and recreation nodes or 
industrial use, or have been recommended for conservation. It is essential that Ocean Reef is added to this table 
as a key location for tourism and recreation to encourage the full realisation of the potential of this area. This will 
align the status of this project with the level of development that the Ocean Reef community expects. This is a 
long-running issue for the electorate of Ocean Reef. 

In comparison with Ocean Reef, the description of precinct 13�Mindarie�appears on page 23 of the document 
and states � 

It is proposed that this precinct will become a major tourism and recreation node with an activity centre 
and a range of activities associated with mixed use including offices, accommodation, retail, well-
established residential development and a marina. Provision of boating facilities including boat 
launching, boat pens and trailer parking are recommended including improved vehicle and public 
access.  
� 
Expansion of the commercial component of the marina is limited by existing residential development. 
Structural or design changes may be required to enable the marine to operate and expand more 
effectively. 

These descriptions and use ranges of the Mindarie area apply equally to Ocean Reef, if not more so. The last part 
of the description implies that Ocean Reef is far more likely to be in a position to relieve pressure on Hillarys 
boat harbour because of its ability to expand and compete as a major tourism and recreation node. 

I turn to the draft policy�s descriptions and recommendations for precinct 17�Ocean Reef�on page 27 of the 
draft coastal planning policy document. It states, in part � 

The mixed use precinct contains offices, shops, entertainment and a public marina with boat launching 
facilities. Further investigation is required to assess opportunities to expand the marina and incorporate 
commercial uses.  
� 

Many of the planning issues need to be resolved at the local planning level. 

I particularly support these statements; however, it should be noted that much of this work has been done or is 
currently being done by the local authority with the support of state funding. The local authority is also the 
primary landowner and has already recognised the development potential of this site. It will, in many ways, be 
the driver of the marina project. As things currently stand, the marina has only a boat ramp, a toilet block and a 
parking lot. The Ocean Reef Sea Sports Club and the Whitfords Volunteer Sea Rescue Group are also nearby, 
but are not actually incorporated in the marina. This is a woefully underdeveloped public amenity that has huge 
development potential. This potential has been explored in detail by the local council over the past two years. I 
highlight that there is considerable community support for further development of this site. I speak as the local 
state member of Parliament and former ward councillor for the Ocean Reef area: this is one of the biggest 
ongoing issues in this electorate, and it has been an issue since 1979. My office has been consistently contacted 
by people asking about the progress of this project. Every person who has contacted me so far has been in full 
support of the project. The issue was a major campaign issue at the last election for both sides of politics, and 
both sides came out in strong support for further development of the site; it is not a partisan issue. I understand 
that preliminary planning of this potentially major recreation and tourism node has almost been completed, and 
will soon be presented for public approval. The preparations for the structure plan for the precinct have been 
undertaken by the City of Joondalup, with the assistance of state government funding. 

On page 27 of the document there is an outline of land uses and features to be promoted, and I once again draw 
strong parallels between the Ocean Reef precinct and the Mindarie precinct. I do not wish to pre-empt what will 
emerge from public consultation, but I ask that all options for this project be put on the table at the beginning, so 
that we do not limit our scope as we go forward. Possible uses could include suitable recreational boating 
facilities, such as boat ramps, floating jetties, boat lifters and stackers, club and private boat pens, and a 
chandlery to provide recreational and commercial boating goods and services; public moorings; boardwalk, 
lookout, water park, marine museum, arts and crafts and memorial park�the Ocean Reef RSL is currently 
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situated in the Ocean Reef Sea Sports Club; residential construction, preferably on a leasehold basis; landmark 
structures; significant extension of the existing groyne to incorporate a much larger harbour; undercroft parking, 
and possibly �green park� underground trailer-accessible parking; helipad, for the Whitfords Volunteer Sea 
Rescue Group; amphitheatre; and shady play areas and a sheltered beach to make the area more family friendly. I 
am very hopeful that these types of uses can be included under precinct 17 in the final policy document. 

I believe that the development potential of the Ocean Reef marina has been very underrated in the draft Perth 
coastal planning strategy. It is essential for the planning strategy to accurately reflect the Ocean Reef 
community�s requirements and expectations for this site. There should be more emphasis on the development of 
the area into a major tourism and recreation node. 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda � Minister for Planning) [9.57 am]: I thank the member for Ocean Reef for 
raising this issue, and I acknowledge that he has a strong interest in both his electorate and the proposed Ocean 
Reef marina project. The member has essentially put the argument for the proposed Ocean Reef project to be 
upgraded in terms of its inclusion in the Perth coastal planning strategy. It is quite a large document and it was 
put out for public comment, with my approval, at the end of 2008. As an aside, it is worth noting that this 
document was the subject of quite a large amount of community consultation between October 2005 and May 
2007, but not much more happened in a public sense under the previous government. The document, as I 
understand it, was presented to the previous minister early last year, and despite the fact that the election was not 
held until September, for some reason it was not put out into the public arena before the election. There was 
ample time to do so, and it is an example of a number of issues that were not sufficiently dealt with in a timely 
way by the previous government. Nevertheless, I approved its release for public comment in November 2008, 
and the public comment period closed on 31 March. The comments and submissions are now being considered 
by the Western Australian Planning Commission, and they will ultimately be brought back to me once the 
process has been completed.  

The member for Ocean Reef requested that precinct 17 be identified in the strategy as a major tourism and 
recreation node. He has referred to table 1, which does not identify precinct 17�the Ocean Reef precinct�as a 
key location for development. The outcome of the consultation that had been undertaken when the document was 
being put together concluded by recommending that precinct 17 be built up as a mixed-use area with marina 
facilities and for the intensity to be moderate. The strategy for the precinct specifically states that the opportunity 
to expand the existing marina, incorporating commercial use where appropriate and including environmental 
assessment, should be investigated. The draft strategy has been formulated to reflect community consultation, 
and, as I mentioned, that strategy had been open for public advertising for four months�that period closed this 
week on 31 March. I am advised that the WA Planning Commission has allocated $700 000 for the formulation 
of a structure plan to guide the development of the Ocean Reef Boat Harbour in consultation with the City of 
Joondalup, and the member referred to that process. 

Recently I was presented with a concept structure plan for the development of the Ocean Reef Boat Harbour into 
a major tourism and recreation node. The presentation was made in my office just before the end of 2008. 
Representatives of the City of Joondalup were there. It was an impressive presentation. Having looked at the 
project on its own, it certainly appears to be an impressive project with a great deal of potential. It is, of course, 
necessary to go through the comprehensive planning processes to look at the wider issues around the region and 
the Perth metropolitan area, and that process will now be followed. I understand that the structure plan will go 
out for public advertising as soon as it has been given final consideration by the City of Joondalup and that it will 
then be up to the Western Australian Planning Commission to assess the proposal, if it is requested to do so, as it 
no doubt will be. That will take place in the context of the statutory provisions of the Planning and Development 
Act. 

I understand the concerns that have been raised by the member for Joondalup. I understand also that he and the 
City of Joondalup have made submissions to the WAPC about the issues that he has raised. The Perth coastal 
planning strategy will ultimately set the parameters by which the structure planning will be assessed. It is not 
appropriate to pre-empt the ultimate decision of the government or the process that will be followed by the WA 
Planning Commission, but I can assure the member that the argument he has put will be seriously considered by 
the government and the Planning Commission in the finalisation of this strategy, which will ultimately set the 
built form for the Ocean Reef Boat Harbour area. As I said, that needs to occur in the context of proper and 
orderly planning. 

In conclusion, the issues raised by the member for Ocean Reef will be seriously considered as part of this 
process. I note that he stated there is strong community support for the proposed project. There is obviously 
support from him and from the City of Joondalup. From what the member has said, it appears that there is no 
opposition to the proposal. Those factors will be taken into account when making the final decision and make it 
likely that the project will get ultimate approval. The proposal looks interesting and exciting. It is worthy of 
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being given serious consideration by the government and the Planning Commission. I have no doubt that that 
will occur and I am sure the outcome that is ultimately arrived at will have community support. 
 


